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INSCRIBED BY 


Tf ® FT a  & © # © 


THE ſubje@ of public charity though import- 
ant is not novel; whilſt its occurrence is as regular 
as the revolution of the year, Its arguments are 
long fince exhauſted: and ſo many good things have 
been ſaid upon it, that there remain none better in 
reſerve. Nor does the author of the following diſ- 
courſe hold out any ſuch pretenſions. 


A deference to the public opinion, a reſpe@ to 


the urgent, though, perhaps, partial, repreſenta- 
tions of his friends, a wiſh to accommodate the 


curioſity. of thoſe, who, at the time of its delivery, 
were ſo ſituated, as to be out of the poſſibility of 
hearing, and, he hopes, that he may, without 
vanity add, a defire to promote the intereſts of a 
moſt benevolent eſtabliſhment are motives to the 


preſent publication which he found it impoſble to 
refiſt, 4 


* 


Powe . 2, We 8 


Now there is, at veralalew; ates 
market, a pool, whith is called in the Hebrew 
tongue, Betheſda,' having five porches. In 
theſe, lay a great multitude of impotent folk, 
of Bind, balt, "withered, 1 ow the 
moving 7 the water. 


. \HE group of aflited objects 
pourtrayed in the tert preſents a 
hideous, but actual, view of human 

wretchedaoſs Wide is the domain, and 

terrible are the deyaſtations of calamity. 

But this is not all. Its effects, too, are 

remarkable for their violence, their variety, 

hs 4. and 
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and their duration. Our frame, though 
mortal, often maintains a ſtubborn conflict 
with diſeaſe, and death, generally, atchieves 
his conqueſts, only, by ſlow and intermitted 
approaches, The citadel of life ſupports 
a tedious ſtorm; and it is, moſtly, by 
repeated ſhocks of battery, that the fatal 
breach is finally effected. | 

To theſe alarming ſhocks we are, all of 
us, every moment, liable. The materials 
of diſeaſe are. diffuſed throughout the 
ſpecies; and however we may wiſh to 
doubt, or attempt to wrangle, reſpecting 
our other innate propenſities, we muſt all 
of us acknowledge, that our tendency. to 
decay is indiſputably native. From the 
attacks of ill health, and the peril of acci- 
dental injury, no verdure of age, no vigour 


of conſtitution, no ſuperfluity of wealth, 


no eminence of office can plead exemption. 
On the contrary, beſides thoſe epidemic 
complaints which affect the human race in 
general, every period of life, every degree 
of rank, every kind of conſtitution, and, 
almoſt, every claſs of employment has its 

| own 
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own attendant train of diſorders. Different 
and voluminous. diſſertations” have been 
written, by the ingenious and obſervant 
phyſician, on the diſtinct complaints of men 
of different occupations, and ſeparate trea- 
tiſes have been made public on the ten- 
dency of particular habits to particular 
ailments. From this repreſentation then, 
and ſurely, it is not overcharged, the ravage 
of diſeaſe appears inceſſant ; and on the bed 
of ſickneſs thouſands each day, fall beſide * 
e en e * 


But, amidſt ay different claſſes into 
which mankind have been divided; the 
inferior orders are, without doubt, the 
greateſt ſufferers. Their affliction aſſumes 
an infinity of malignant ſhapes. * Their 
ſorrows accumulate. In health their por- 
tion is bitter; but in ſickneſs, ſevere and 
overwhelming. In ſhort, the | hiſtorical 
anecdote of the text deſcribes no rare or 
ſolitary incident. It is now, as it was of 
old. Any provincial diſtri, any town, 
and almoſt any village, can furniſh forth a 
circle of like diſaſtrous aſpect and in- 

firmiries, 
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firmities. The ſickly porches of affliction, 
at this hour, exhibit the ſame ruthful 
diverſity of anguiſh. The ſalutary influence 
of the angel of health is ſtill wanted. We 
too have our great mullitude of bling, of halt, 
of withered; and untold numbers lie anxi- 
ouſly expecting the moving f the waters 
of beneyolence and pity. 


* The miſerable crowd of Betheſda 
were not, however, without a reſource of 
hope: nor were they left to lament their 
hapleſs allotment in irremediable deſpair. 
An angel, the ſacred narrative proceeds to 

lay, an angel went down at a certain ſeaſon. 


To do good, it mult be allowed, is, never, 
either out of time, or out of place. There 
is a propriety, there is a grace, there is 
a charm in beneficence, which renders it, 
always, in ſeaſon. Still, it is a point of fact, 
that there are ſome exigencies more preſſ- 
ing, ſome objects more neceſſitous, and 
therefore ſome occaſions of compaſſion more 
opportune and graceful than others; and, 


you will not ſuſpe& me of any indelicacy of 
inſinuation, 


u 1 
infinuation, when I only ſay, that this 
obſervation applies, with peculiar aptneſs, 


to the preſent reſpectable — = 
to the occafion of it. 1 


For it was an occaſion of this very ſort, 
you hear, which drew the attention, and 
attracted the deſcent, of an angel from beaver. 
An angel went dun at a certaitt' ſeaſon into the 
pool, and troubled the water > "whoſoever then 
frft after the troubling of the water, ſtepped in, 
was made whole of whatſoever diſeaſe he had. * 


Compaſſion, condeſcenſion, accommo- 
dation of temper, ſuſceptibility of feeling, 
and all the benignant emotions are the 
ſureſt indications of the beſt hearts; as they 
are, oftentimes, the reſult of more enlarged 
views, and ſuperior endowments. This 
you obſerve, was the caſe in the inſtance 
before us. In heavenly beings no moroſe 
ſelfiſhneſs, and no obduracy of heart can 
harbour. The principles by which the 
conduct of celeſtial beings is actuated, next 
to a zeal for the glory of God, are peace, good 
will towards men. With their friendly 

regards, 
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regards, and good wiſhes we are made 
acquainted, and they are repreſented in 
ſcripture as intereſted, rejoicing, and even 
taking an active oy in the welfare of 
mankind. 


It was, formerly, as it is at preſent, 
the plan of the divine proceedings, to carry 
on his operations by intermediate methods. * 
delights to work by. ſecond. cauſes; and 
amongſt others, be . maketh, we are told, 
bis, angels miniſters. On this occaſion, in 
particular, they were the known diſpenſers 

of his bounty, and communicated amazing 
virtues to the agitated waters. 


Behold then, and profit by this example. 
You ſee, here, brethren, your calling alſo. 
You, too, in like manner, are called to the 
high honour of being the almoners of his pro- 
vidence, the diſtributors of his bounty, the 
angels or meſſengers of his miniſtration. You 
are invited to ſhare with him and the angelic 
hoſt, in the heavenly employment of doing 
good. You are ſummoned by your Lord to 
the ſame godlike ſervice; and you are 


commiſſioned to relieve the wants, to bind 
| * 


| a3 } 
up the wounds, to mitigate the: pains, and 
to take tender intereſt in the health, the 


eaſe, and comfort of all Who want "_w 
compaſſionate offices. * 


And, ſurely, the Maſter of the world 
has a-right to expect your entire compliance 
with his requiſitions... He made you what 
you are, and what you have he gave. Nor 
has he left you in the hands of your own 
council. Of you and of yours, he has ſtill 
reſerved the final diſpoſal to himſelf. You 
have here no certain permanency; and con- 
ſequently no actual poſſeſſion. The whole 
world is his. The property in your hands 
is merely conſigned to your management. 
You are literally his agents, to be retained 
at his pleaſure or diſmiſſed at any moment. 
And happy will it be for you, when you 
are called to give an account of the exe- 
cution of your commiſſion, or ſtewardſhip, 
if you ſhall be found to have- purſued. his 
plans, ſeconded his views, and applied his 
capital to the purpoſes of his deſtination, 


III. That theſe purpoſes are of the moſt 
benevolent nature we are enabled to collect, 
not 


13 . 
not only from the miraculous and medi- 
cinal commotion of the water, but from 


the farther progreſs of the ſacred ſtory be- 


fore us. The deſcending angel was not 


the only celeſtial being, who had the good- 

neſs to pity and relieve the patients, who 
crowded the buildings of the heavenly n me- 
dicated u in Jeruſale. 


All the ſweet affections influenced him, 


alſo, in hom dwelt all the fulneſs of the 
godbead bodily, our Lord, and the Lord of 
angels. His heart melted, and his eyes 
frequently overflowed, with commiſeration; 
and he gave amiable and unequivocal 
proof of the tendereſt and moſt exquiſite 
ſenſibility. He was really the friend; he 
was actually the phyfician of the poor. His 
proviſion reached, and his aſſiduities ex- 
rended, both to their ſpiritual and remporal 
diſtreſſes. To their ſickneſſes and ſores, 
both of body and of mind, he was equally 
attentive. His attachment to miſery was 
uniform and undeviating. He purſued it 
to its obſcureſt retreats, and anxiouſly. ex- 


plored its moſt wretched receptacles. This 
benevolent 
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benevolent ſpirit urged him on the preſent - 
occaſion, and, with unparalleled humility, 
we find him giving perſonal attendance, 
and mingling with the Lazars in the porches 
of Betheſda. 


Amongſt theſe, there was @ certain man 
which bad an infirmity thirty and eight years. 
Here was a caſe altogether diſtreſſing and 
peculiar. This poor cripple had been, 
long and ſeverely, diſciplined in the ſchool 
of affliction. Secluded from the more 
cheerful haunts of men, a ſtranger to 
agility of motion, and all the refreſhing 
pleaſures reſulting from purer air and manly 
toil, he was fixed down, in torpid ination, 
to the ſame ſordid corner ; where he lay a 
painful incumbrance to himſelf, and, per- 
haps, a nuiſance obnoxious to his neigh- 
bours. His condition, too, was the more 
deplorable, becauſe it was, apparently, hope- 
leſs. Juſtly is it ſaid, that hope deferred 
maketh the heart fick. This man had to 
combat with the complicated evils of con- 
finement, diſorder, and deſpair. Tll-fated 
ſufferer! To be compelled to live within 
the 


CY 
the conſtant view, and yet completely out 
of the reach, of remedy! His infirmity, 
whatever it was, rendered him utterly 
unable to avail himſelf of the precious, but 

Heeting, moments of relief. His hopes 
were always called forth, but always de- 
feated. For another, ſtill outſtripped his 
tardy efforts, and ſeized the Very oppor- 
uni before him. A | 


All theſe things were againſt him ; 3 and 
his condition, on every account, was as 
extraordinary, as it was deplorable, In 
the eſtimation of charity, the moſt urgent 
neceſſity is the firſt recommendation, and 
the greateſt miſery has the ſtrongeſt claim 
to mercy. The benevolent Jeſus, then, 
exhibited his uſual penetration, in the ſelec- 
tion of this miſerable object, for the diſplay 
of his healing power. And, after a ſhort 
addreſs, tending to prepare his patient for 
the joyful iſſue which impended, and to 
rouſe the attention of the ſpectators to a 
public miracle, he ſaid unto him, Riſe, take 
up thy bed and wall: and immediately the man 
was made whole, and took up bis bed and 
walked. 

We 
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We have, here, you ſec, a very $erticular 
cure effected in a very particular manner, 
This ſufferer was ſo circumſtanced, that, 
he could not embrace the uſua/ methods of 
recovery; and without the induſtrious inter- 
vention of ſome friendly hand, he muft 
have lingered out an uſeleſs and irkſome 
exiſtence; '" What, therefore, he could not 
procure for himſelf, our Lord, compaſſion- 
ately, accompliſhed, for him. And is not 
this another Example to encourage the 


deſign, and to confirm and ſupport the 


Inſtitution, which is the occaſion of our 
preſent conventian ? We are hence taught, 
that where common means fail, uncommon 
ones muſt be adopted. The wants and 
weakneſſes of our fellow-men require this 
extraordinary attention, and point to this 


very conduct. It is a melancholy truth, 
that thouſands lie in as helpleſs a ſtate 


as the impotent man in the goſpel. There 
are caſes to which the legal proviſion for the 
poor will not extend. There are ſufferers 
for whoſe accommodation and recovery 


there is, and can be, no Parochial relief. 


There are maladies which baffle the attempts 
B of 
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of a fung Profeſſor of Phyſic, and which 
demand the aid of better experience, 
maturer ſkill, and combined conſultation. 
And without medical Eſtabliſhments upon 
the broad baſis of public contribution, and 
public admiſſion, all theſe would be left to 
periſh unpitied and unrelieved. Surely, the 
very genius of our religion reprobates ſuch 
inhumanity, and the uncommon and f- 
pendous' methods adopted by heaven, to 
accompliſh our Redemption hold out an 
awful leſſon, and form a perſonal and 
ſtriking demonſtration, to every man, of the 
neceſſity, the nature, and the extent of 
compaſſion. | 


Upon the whole, this ſhort evangelical 
narrative leads to obſervations which are 
appoſite, intereſting, and important; and 
furniſhes out an example perfectly in point 
with the ſubje& of this day. It deſcribes 
to you an Inſtitution, 1n its object exactly 
reſembling your own. It proves to you 
the exiſtence of a ſtrufture, reared for the 
very purpoſes of your Infirmary ; and it 
| deſcribes that Eſtabliſhment, as proceeding 
under 


ES: = 
under the Auſpices of Gop hinfſelf, * | 
attended by a | commiſſioned - Angel, 
honoured ä ** ( 
of bis SON. | 


God, you ſee, then, as well as now, | 
brought his benevolent purpoſes to bear, I 
by the inſtrumentality of other agents. It | | | 
is of no conſequence that the means differ, | 
where the effe# is the fame. He inveſted ! 
his angel with the power of communicating » ! 
health in one way : and he has given you | 
the opportunity. and the faculty of doing 
the ſame thing in another. Not that he 
needs theſe ſervices either of men or of 
angels. He is, evidently, himſelf ſufficient 
for all theſe things. He has, already, done 
much towards their completion ; but, at the 
ſame time, has left much to your co-ope- 
ration. He himſelf ſupplies the waters of 
health, but he requires that you ſhould admini- 
fer them. The cordials and the medicines 
are his: but he expects that you ſbould 
ſele# and diſpenſe them. The bath of 
Betheſda he has prepared. A great multitude 
of blind, of halt, of withered, ſtand in need of 

3 its 
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its reſtorative virtues. But they are impo- 
tent. In helpleſs wretchedneſs they lie. 
They are unable to flep down, and they bave no 
man to put them in. This, then, is your part. 
On you they caſt an imploring eye. To you 
they extend their feeble hands. To you they 
addreſs the moſt importunate entreaties. 
By the ſanctions of religion, and by the 
ties of nature, by the awful obligations 
of duty, and by the urgent impulſe” of 
* pity, you are called to this blefſed office. 


You cannot, indeed, heal the ſick by 

a touch, or by a word, as your Saviour 

did the cripple in the buildings of Betheſda. 
But you can ſend your repreſentatives, the 

meſſengers of comfort the ' miniſters of 

bealth the welcome Phyficians into the 

porches of your Betheſda, into the apart- 

ments of your Houſe of Mercy, and you 

can commiſſion them to apply ſuch remedies, 

as will enable them to ſay to the poor 
periſhing patients, © Unhappy men! riſe 

cc from your beds and walk. Return to 


_ « your families and friends, and tell them 
hat 
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« what great things God hath done for 
«© you,” | nt 7 

IV. Nay you can do more than this. 
You can ſay as our Lord did to this im- 
potent man, Go and fin no more. The ſeaſon 
of fickneſs is peculiarly favourable to reli- 
gious - impreſſions. It ſhews us the vanity 
of life, and the unſtable ground which ſup- 


ports our footing. It operates in the mode 


of penal caſtigation, and forms, of all others, 
the moſt perfect penitentiary proceſs. 


A ſparing regimen, ſeparate confinement, 
and alternate labour are the modern and 
improved methods diſcovered for the correc- 
tion and emendation of criminals. And is 
not this the actual ſcheme and the procedure 
of Providence with mankind? Does not 
ſickneſs, his infliction ſeclude them from 
focial intercourſe, and effectually chain 
them down to the ſame uneaſy cell? Are 
not they left, in this ſtate, to profit by 
the wholeſome muſings of ſolitary recollec- 
tion? And is not the conſcience at leiſure 
to learn experience from the uncontrolled 
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action of remorſe? In diſtreſs the ſoul 
finds comfort in devotion. The dereliction 
of the world points all its energies to hea- 
ven. In this ſtate, the admonition and 
prayers of an attendant Clergyman, with the 
peruſal of a few plain and pious books have 
been followed by the happieſt conſequences, 


Mankind ſeem to have been lately taught 
by experience what they were too inatten- 
tive to learn from theory, and too incre- 
dulous to take upon truſt. from Revelation, 
It is this: that want of principle leads to 
practices ſubverſive of all order and happi- 
neſs ; and that RELIGION alone can do, what 
neither the ſentence of the Magiſtrate, nor 
the act of the executioner have been able 
to accompliſh. The bulk of mankind are 
bred in ignorance, and matured in error. 
Every occaſion of removing theſe is, there- 
fore, to be earneſtly ſought after, and 
eagerly embraced. This occaſion, which 
an Infirmary always offers, is one argument, 
amongſt many, to evince its ſuperiority to 
all other medical Inftitutions, It not only 
regards the good of the individual, but of 
ſociety. It not only attends to the bodily, 

00 


_ the ſabbath day. 
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put to the piritua! improvement of its 
patients. It is a Diſpen/a@#ry: and, if licence 
be allowed the word, it is a REFORMa- 
Tory likewiſe. ? 


V. And ſurely they are worthy, to whom 
you are required to extend theſe advantages. 
The lives of the loweſt are as dear, and 
their ſouls are as precious, in the eye and 
affection of the univerſal Father, as that 


* This mode of charity affords opportunity for the 
diſplay of another ſocial duty, and it is perfectly 
evangelic on occafions of this ſort, to let our light /o 
ſhine before men, that they may ſee our good works, and 
glorify our Father which is in heaven. Charity is not 
to be diſcouraged in any mode whatſoever. Un- 
known contributors have, no doubt, private mo- 
tives for the concealment of their names. But where 
the miſeries of man, and the honour of God require 
our interference, there can be no real reaſen for dif- 
fidence, and no abſolute geceſſity for diſguiſe. The ex- 
ample of our Saviour inculcates a different doctrine. 
By the miracle of healing, which we have conſidered, 
he broke through the moſt rigid forms of Ceremony, 
and diſſolved the ſtrongeſt ſcruples of Superftition. 
For he performed it publicly : and he performed it on 


of 
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him who graces a throne, In the efti. 
mation of God, dutward diſtinctions and 
decorations are of no moment. We, falli- 
ble creatures, are ſtruck by external appen- 
dages. He ſees with other eyes, and judges 
by a juſter criterion, Let us deliberate with 
honeſt impartiality upon the claims of the 
poor, and weigh their merits in an equal 
balance. Conſider then, the neceſſary con- 
nection between you, reckon up their, er- 
vices, and hear the demands which even 
juftice gives them, upon your munificence. 


They labour that you may reſt; and by 
their fatigues your fortune is even now ac- 
cumulating. They build, they navigate 
your veſſels. They take out, they bring 
home your merchandiſe, They raiſe your 
villas, they enlarge your ſtreets, they point 
the turrets of your churches. In ſhort, 
their manual labour effects every rapid im- 
provement of this increaſing Place. Theſe 
are ſome of their Performances; but liſten 
likewiſe to their surrERINOs in your ſervice, 


Expoſed, by their various employments, to 
the intenſe influence of the elements; ſub- 
g ject, 
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ject, in the ſame ſcanty apparel, to the ſud · 
den viciſſitudes of heat and cold; immerſed 
in ſubterraneous mines, or half ſuffocated in 
columns of ſmoke, in clouds of ſteam, or 
exhalations of dry vapour, they are, almoſt 
continually, liable to aceidents and injury. 
They encounter many a danger, they ha- 
zard their limbs, and they oftentimes ſacri- 
fice- their lives, to procure you the means 
of enjoyment in health; ĩt is ſcarce equitable, 
then, that they ſhould be refuſed a tem- 
parary alleviation of diſtreſs, during fcł- 
neſs. Their days of health form a ſeries of 


drudgery and care : let not then their hours of 
pain be without their conſolations. 


In a ſtate even of Muence, affliction is an 
intolerable attendant. The torrid violence 
of a fever renders even à bed of down, a 
bed of torture: and ſickneſs, ſoothed with 
the moſt endearing tenderneſs, ſupported 
by every artificial comfort, and counter- 
ated by the beſt exertions of the beſt me- 
dical fkill and acquirements, is a condition, 
both diſtreſſing to contemplate, and difficult 


to endure. But when eoverTyY is added to 
pain, * 
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pain, and INDIGENCE to diſeaſe, xAvx is the 
ſtroke, and dire the calamity, indeed. And 
yet the fleſh of the poor is as vulnerable, 
and their feelings as acute as yours ; whilſt 
they neither poſſeſs that ſtock of principle, 
which your happier education has ſupplied ; 
nor are armed with the ſame acquired for- 
titude of mind, to ſupport them under 
the paroxyſms of diſeaſe, and the grievous 
preſſure of calamity. 


You now, perhaps, exult in robuſt health, 
and baſk in the ray of fortune. But no- 
thing is more mutable than either. Many 
a rich man has hailed the dawn, and found 
himſelf a beggar ere the ſerting ſun. We 
are, one hour, delirious with pleaſure, and 
the next with pain. We are, this day, 
puſhing our projects with all the ardour 
of induſtry or avarice, and the next, we and 
all our ſchemes are arreſted by ſome fell 
diſorder. With the ſick whom we neglect, 
and the poor whom we deſpiſe, we are 
liable, almoſt any hour, to change condi- 
tions. Whether they would refuſe us a 


temporary donation, to beguile the. cheer- 
5 leſs 


1 


leſs hours of penury, and to mitigate the 
throbbings of anguiſh, were they in our 
Ration, we are not certain. But of this we 
cannot doubt, that ſuch treatment we ſhould 
think moſt mercileſs, were we in theirs.” 


But 1 will ſuppoſe that you have, and 
that you ſhall, through life, enjoy health 
of body unimpaired, and opulence of con- 
dition undiminiſhed. Yet after all, permit 
me to aſk, can you, in like manner rejoice 
in the health and ſoundneſs of your other 
and better part? Can you ſay that your 
Innocence is uninjured? Is your Peace un- 
wounded ? And is your Conſcience without a 
ſcar? Have you contraſted no immoral 
infection? And are there no ſpiritual diſ- 
orders under which you labour, and from 
which you would wiſh to be relieved? 


Conſider then Chriſtianity as an auguſt 
and ample Di/penſary, the Saviour of the 
world as the preſiding Phyfician, and Grace 
as the univerſal Remedy, for every com- 
plaint of the foul. And, O! if you are 
ſenſible of any unſound part in your moral 
conſtitution, 
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conſtitution ;* if through any infirmity or impo- 
tence of paſſion, you want ſtrength, or through 
any relapſe into ill conduB, re · eſtabliſnment - 
in ſhort, if you ſmart under the ſecret 
anguiſh of any guilty ſore, or- are harraſſed 
by any wounds and bruiſes of conſcience, which 
bave not been cloſed, neither bound up, neither 
mollified with ointment ; if, in this alarming 
view of things, you yourſelves become 
patients, and ſtand in need of healing; then 
afford that relief, and ſhew that favour 
to the bodies of your fellow-creatures, which 
you will deſire, from your Maker, to your 
foul. Then the mercy you wiſh to receive, 
extend to others: and the pity you will 
want, beſtow. 


The liberal terms upon which ſalvation 
1s offered ſhould inſpire us with a liberal 
| ſpirit. Look upon the ſcheme of Redemption 
as another Betheſda, conſtructed for the 
reception and recovery of the ſpiritually diſ- 
eaſed. Here is a divine fountain opened to 
waſh away the ſtains, to purify the pollu- 
tions, and to beal the diſorders, of a fallen 
world. Here flow thoſe celeſtial waters 


which can alone renovate and re-eſtabliſh 
the 
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the ſpiritual habit. To theſe balſamic ſtreams 
the. acceſs is free, and the admiſſion wholly 
gratuitous. To theſe you are p 
come without money, and without price. 
words of the great and generous — 4 
are, M boſocver will, let bim take of the water 
of life freely. The inference then, is equally 
juſt and ſtriking. The liberal treatment 
you have experienced, exhibit. Freely ye 
ese mme freely give. 


Doe, in vain I protra& this diſcourſe, t to 
prompt you to encourage a charity, which 
you have, hitherto, ſupported with fo laud- 
able an ardour. The generoſity of this 
place has ever extended with its, extending 
commerce. Amidſt your many other cha- 
ritable foundations, there is little danger 
that you ſhould be unmindful of one, 
which was formed and foſtered by your 
Anceſtors, under circumſtances: of inferior 
opulence and population. A pious reſpect 
to their memory, an attachment to the ſcene 
of your early and your proſperous days, the 
high rank you take as a commercial people, 
the conſequence this thriving Port bears 

in 


of 1 
in the eſtimation of all Europe, the neceſſity 
there is for a receptacle for thoſe who have 
ſuffered in your immediate ſervice, —all 
theſe, I am ſenſible, will be permanent 
incentives to the ſupport of your INFIRMARY : 
whilſt that proper ſpirit of emulation, which 
urges you to activity and arduous enterprize 
in trade, will never ſuffer you to ſee an 
Inſtitution decline, of that particular de- 
ſcription, which is generouſly ſupported, 
even in places of ſubordinate wealth and 
celebrity. 


1 acknowledge theſe are but motives of 
an inferior order. You have a right, and 
you will do well, to bave reſpet? to the recom- 
penſe of eternal reward. May he then who 
can influence your hearts, and bend your 
actions to his good pleaſure, multiply and 
note down your charities in the book of 
his remembrance. May he approve, and 
reward them, in the aſſembly of men and 
angels. At that awful juncture, may the 
bleſſmg of him that was ready to periſh, come 
upon you, and the rich effect of the bread 
| which you bave caſt upon the waters, may 

you 


E $1 


you find after many days. May he, who has 
promiſed that the leaſt and the loweſt 
exertions of charity ſhall, by no means, 
loſe their reward, receive you into his own 
Manfions of Mercy; where you ſhall never 
more ſee pain in others, or experience it in 
yourſelves ; where your ſhall know neither 
ſorrow, nor ſickneſs, nor death any longer; 
but where you ſhall flouriſh in unfading- 
health, and triumph in the everlaſting joy 
of your LORD. 


THE END. 
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